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Politics, Participation and Prevent 

Friday 6th November – City and Islington College 
 

 
12.30  Arrival and registration 

Sponsors stalls and information stands 
Front 
atriu
m 

1.00  Welcome and introduction from London Chair and NATECLA  updates 
 

 Back 
atriu
m 

1.15- 
1.45 

‘Trees grow in spaces filled with departures:  current developments in the sector’ 
David Mallows 

Front 
atriu
m 

2.00-3
.00 

Workshop 1: ‘Towards a Citizens’ Curriculum’, Alex Stevenson, NIACE  
 

 

 Workshop 2: ‘Giving back’, Shweta Otiv and Elizabeth Knight 
 

 

 Workshop 3: “I want to be a better parent  – but I don’t know how!”, Smita Ray 
 

 

 Workshop 4: ‘From the news to the lesson: Teaching grammar in context,’ Joanna 
Williams 

 

3.15 
3.30 

Tea and cake 
AGM- Election of London Chair and Committee Members 

 

4.00- 
5.00 

Workshop 5: ‘Banners and protest chants – a meaningful, invigorating context for 
language work’, Linda Ruas 

 

 Workshop 6 ‘Participation through listening to learners’, Richard Gallen 
 

 

 Workshop 7 ‘Educating Radicals’, Laila El-Metoui 
 

 

 Workshop 8: ‘An introduction to participatory ESOL’, Dermot Bryers 
 

 

5.15 Ruth Hayman Trust event  
Canapes and Raffle 
  

 

5.45 The Famous Ruth Hayman Trust Quiz 
Refreshments will be available to purchase 
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2.00-3.00 
 

Workshop 1: ‘Towards a Citizens’ Curriculum’, Alex Stevenson 
 
NIACE’s Citizens’ Curriculum offers an innovative, integrated ‘study programme’ approach to basic 
skills provision. With content co-designed with learners, it interlinks ESOL, literacy and numeracy 
skills with the digital, financial, health and civic capabilities essential for getting on in life, in the 
community and at work.  We’ll share case studies and discuss the benefits for learners, 
practitioners and providers. 
 
Alex Stevenson is Head of English, Maths and ESOL at NIACE, the national voice for lifelong learning. 
Workshop 2: ‘Giving back’, Shweta Otiv and Elizabeth Knight 
 
In this workshop we will look at empowering and motivating students to fundraise, explore 
resources to support such activity and consider the communication and employability 
benefits.  These are examined as achievable within the ESOL course. 
 
Shweta Otiv is an experienced ESOL tutor at City & Islington College who has researched and created resources 
for the British Council's Nexus Project. 
Elizabeth Knight taught and managed ESOL for over 30 years. 
Both workshop leaders are Trustees of the Ruth Hayman Trust 

Workshop 3 “I want to be a better parent – but I don’t know how!”  Smita Ray  
 
This workshop aims to focus on parenting skills that ESOL learners aspire to possess and feel 
frustrated with themselves for the lack of it. It addresses how ESOL teachers can help parents 
with effective discipline, self-esteem, communication skills and family dynamics.   
 
Smita Ray has an MA TEFL and CELTA and recently completed her PhD on the topic of Challenges and 
Opportunities for South Asian Women Learning English.  She has taught ESOL/Literacy at various FE institutes in 
London since 2004 and is currently teaching English for Academic Purposes at BPP University 
 

Workshop 4:  ‘From the news to the lesson: teaching grammar in context’,  Joanna Williams 
 
This session will focus on using online news and newspaper articles to teach grammar.  In the 
session we will look at ideas for:  
-identifying and teaching grammar to support students’ discourses in different contexts, including 
critical reflection on events in the news 
- making controlled practice activities meaningful 
- working with students at a range of literacy levels to develop sentence level accuracy 
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Joanna Williams has worked as an ESOL tutor in East London for many years. She has a particular interest in 
working with students developing literacy. She is the author of Teaching Literacy in ESOL Classes. 
 

4.00-5.00 
 

Workshop 5 by Linda Ruas  
 
How can we bring politics, British values and news topics into all levels of ESOL classes and, at the 
same time improve learners’ confidence, language and pronunciation? Get learners to generate 
their own protest chants about global justice topics, and work on language and pronunciation in 
context. Then shout really loud! 
 
Linda Ruas, MA, teaches and trains teachers at Greenwich Community College and runs the Easier English wiki: 
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Main_Page 

Workshop 6  by Richard Gallen 
 
In this workshop I will report on a practitioner-led research project that involved listening to 
student conversations and stories, and learning as teachers to recognize and work with the 
language that emerges in these most relevant of contexts. 
How do students use small group conversations to leverage their language learning? And how can 
we, through techniques of active listening and reformulation, capture and develop what our 
students are saying? 
  
Richard Gallen is a teacher at Tower Hamlets College and over the past 2 years has been involved in Education 
and Training Foundation funded research into interaction in the ESOL classroom.  

Workshop 7: ‘Educating radicals’, Laila El-Metoui 
 
In her talk, Laila will examine the impact of the Prevent duty and contextualise it within a 
historical, legal and institutional framework. She will provide an opportunity for ESOL 
practitioners to discuss this new OFSTED common Inspection Framework and explore its 
relevance to adult students. 
 
Laila El-Metoui is an ESOL practitioner and runs her own education consultancy (LELM Education). Her work 
covers a range of themes from LGBT inclusion to employability and mobile technology. She was instrumental in 
setting up the NATECLA London branch and volunteered for the organisation for 7 years. She teaches Literacy at 
Morley College, runs the SPEC project and volunteers for Schools Out UK. 

Workshop 8: ‘An introduction to participatory ESOL’, Dermot Bryers 
 
Workshop participants will be asked to share their views and experiences of adult education and 
will develop a collective understanding of participatory ESOL. English for Action will share some of 
the tools and methods they have developed over the last ten years of providing 
community-based, participatory ESOL classes in London.  
 
Dermot Bryers is the founder of English for Action. He is an experienced ESOL teacher, teacher trainer and 
community organiser.  
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