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Book now at  http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/swept-under-the-carpet-tickets-9343561845  

Whilst our learners come to classes to learn English, this can never be taught in isolation to their diverse and often 

complex needs, circumstances and experiences. But how far do our teaching environment and practice really 

recognise, understand and support these needs? How do we identify and deal with issues which possibly go 

beyond our remit of ESOL teachers, but which impact significantly on our students’ learning? At the next NATECLA 

London conference we will raise important questions around this theme and attempt to address some aspects of 

ESOL teaching which are too easily Swept Unde The Carpet.  

We will consider a range of topics which include learning difficulties and disabilities such as dyslexia, the social, 

cultural and cross-cultural aspects of students’ experiences which impact on learning, as well as issues specific to 

particular immigrant groups such as LGBT learners. We will also be discussing the funding situation which can 

manifest in target learners being excluded.  The conference will incorporate both theoretical and practical 

perspectives and will provide an interactive forum with plenty of opportunities for participants to share their views, 

experiences and ideas. 

Please join us at NATECLA London for yet another thought-provoking event. We are expecting the conference to be 

popular – so book now! 

 
Individual members £5 

Institutional members £15 
Non- members £50 

Concessions £5 

 

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/swept-under-the-carpet-tickets-9343561845


Day programme 

 

  

Morning 

Registration with refreshments and with stalls and networking  
A market place providing delegates with the opportunity to meet and network with a range of organisations including 
some of the awarding bodies working on the new ESOL qualifications. Confirmed stalls include the British Council, 
Merton Home Tutoring, Trinity College London, Cambridge English, ELT Well and the Ruth Hayman Trust.  

Welcome and introduction Laila El-Metoui 
Welcome by Laila El-Metoui, conference organiser and chair of NATECLA London. 

The Ruth Hayman Trust Elizabeth Knight  
Elizabeth will give a brief overview of the work of the Ruth Hayman Trust, the NATECLA charity which gives essential 
personal grants to support the education and training of adult migrant learners, refugees and asylum seekers.  

Theoretical frameworks for understanding cross-cultural adjustment  Lee Hawkes  
Over the past two decades, a number of theoretical advancements in psychology and sociology have been made in terms of 
understanding cross-cultural adjustment and acculturation theory. Lee’s talk will give an overview of two key theoretical 
models of interest to those working with foreign-born migrants in the UK: Berry's Acculturation Model, from psychology; and 
Bourdieusian Social Field Theory, from sociology. Both serve as theoretical frameworks from which the issues surrounding 
ESOL students' sociocultural and psychological experiences, states and strategies can be systematically understood. 

ESOL and LGBT - where are we now? Laila El-Metoui  
In October 2012 NATECLA London had a very successful conference on LGBT called Breaking the Ice: addressing LGBT issues 
in the ESOL classroom.  Laila El-Metoui will review the distance travelled since then, initiatives which have resulted and offer 
further strategies on Equality and Diversity integration within the ESOL curriculum. 

ESOL funding Dan Taubman  
Dan Taubman will offer an overview of ESOL funding methodology and there will be an opportunity for participants to 
discuss the issues and share understanding of how funding limitations affects socially excluded groups. 

Lunch 
A vegetarian/ vegan lunch of sandwiches and light refreshments will be provided 

Afternoon 

Supporting a marginalised work force Phil Bird 
Phil Bird will showcase and present the new British Council materials for cleaners: supporting a marginalised workforce 

This will be followed by a choice of workshops (further workshops to be confirmed) 

Working with dyslexic language learners  Anne Margaret Smith 

If you want to feel more confident that you are doing the right thing for your language learners who have specific learning 

differences like dyslexia this workshop is for you. It will explore how dyslexia affects language learning, and how we can best 

support student’s language development. Participants will have the chance to try out practical strategies and techniques for 

the inclusive language classroom. 

Challenges and opportunities:  teaching Roma ex-offender women  Meltem Dincer  
In this workshop Meltem will share her experiences of working with a particular socially excluded group.  Meltem will 
highlight the challenges and opportunities she faced as a teacher as well as raising awareness of the obstacles to learning 
that the students faced.  

Ideas Swap Shop Organised by delegates 
An opportunity for a self directed workshop where participants choose their own topic based around the theme of the 
conference 

Plenary and close 
Ruth Hayman Trust prize draw. Plenary and close by NATECLA London Chair. 
 



About our contributors 

Contributors 

 

Lee Hawkes is the Module Leader for the Pre-Masters Diploma at BPP University, and a Doctoral student at the 

University of Cambridge. His research interests revolve around investigating the links between social and 

academic identities, and applying integrated psychological, sociological, anthropological, educational and 

linguistic theories to better understand acculturation, identity, and educational outcomes. 

Dan Taubman, MBE, was a senior national official at UCU and was appointed a Member of the Order of the 

British Empire (MBE) in the Birthday 2009 Honours List for services to adult learning.  In a career spanning more 

than three decades dedicated to education, Dan has helped pioneer the strategies to widen participation in 

further and adult education. He has created, maintained and managed numerous community partnerships 

aimed at delivering education to people on the margins of society who have traditionally been denied access to 

education. Dan was awarded the NATECLA Lifetime Achievement Award for his service to ESOL in July 2013.   

Laila El-Metoui has over 20 years teaching experience. She has been a teacher (all levels), a Curriculum 

Manager and a Researcher. She founded LelmEducation which specialises in supporting staff in FE college with 

their CPD needs. She currently teaches ESOL at Morley College and co-ordinates their NIACE funded project 

‘Educate Out Prejudice’. Laila’s current research includes one funded by the British Council on LGBT lives and 

issues. Laila is Chair of NATECLA London. She can be followed on twitter @lelmeducation 

Phil Bird has taught ESOL for over a decade and is currently  a lecturer at Lambeth College. He also works as a 

coordinator for the British Council's ESOL Nexus and English My Way projects. He has a blog at 

http://classroom201x.wordpress.com and  tweets as @pysproblem81 

Dr Anne Margaret Smith has been teaching English for 25 years in the UK, Kenya, Sweden and Germany. She 

has taught large groups and individuals across all age ranges. For the last 15 years she has also been a dyslexia 

specialist tutor and through her company, ELT well, she aims to bring these two fields of education closer 

together, by sharing good practice from both sides. Anne Margaret works as a freelance assessor, teacher 

trainer, researcher and author, offering bespoke workshops and inclusive teaching and assessment materials to 

teachers and assessors. She currently also works at the University of Cumbria, with both dyslexic learners and 

international students.  

Meltem Dincer is currently a practising ESOL teacher at ELATT and has also worked for the Bell Foundation. 
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