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9.15 Registration, refreshments  
 

 

STALLs 

 

British 
Council 
and ESOL 
Nexus  

 

Ruth 
Hayman 
Trust  

 

Merton 
Home 
Tutoring + 
Literacy 
Resources  

 

Trinity 
College 
London 

 

NATECLA 

10.00  Welcome and Introduction , Laila El-Metoui 
 

10.05 Ruth Hayman Trust  & Our Lives Press  
Mary Simpson 
 

10.15 ESOL for unemployed learners; recent developments and their 
implications 
Alex Stevenson, NIACE 
 

10.45 Break 

11.00 Supporting Learners with low levels of literacy  
Judith Kirsh  
 

11.40 ‘Outside the Glass Case’ Julie Carr   
How to create your own museum in the classroom to support language learning  

12.10 Q&A Panel  
 
Judith Kirsh (Learning Unlimited)  
Julie Carr (Museum of London)  
Alex Stevenson (NIACE) 
Teresa Frith, Skills Policy Manager, AoC (Association of Manager) 
Chair - Laila El-Metoui (  NATECLA London, Lelm Education) 
 

12.35  Plenary and AGM London Branch  
 

13.00 FREE Lunch  
 

13.45  Bang for your Buck - Teaching ESOL on a budget , sponsored by Trinity 
College London 
Juliette Eadington  

14.30  ESOL on a Shoestring – ideas swap shop   
• Paul Applewhaite – Personal budgeting for students on low income / 

Natacha Bryan - financial capability with young learners and adults 
 

15.00 ESOL on a Shoestring – ideas swap shop   
 

• Judith Nicholson – students raising money for the Ruth Hayman Trust  
 

15.15 ESOL on a Shoestring – ideas swap shop   
Group discussions / networking  
 

16.00 END  
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Programme 
Ruth Hayman Trust  & Our Lives Press , Mary Simpson   
Our Lives Press publish authentic stories written by refugees and migrants, about their 
experiences in their own countries and in Britain. 
The Ruth Hayman Trust is a charity which gives small personal grants to support the education 
and training of adult ESOL learners. Over the years they have given small amounts of money to 
support students on the widest range of courses - from helping doctors with exams to gain 
registration in the UK, to providing money for trainee hairdressers to buy scissors.  
Their grants are small - the maximum award is for £500 - but that is often enough to make a 
crucial difference with fees, equipment or books. The responses they receive from successful 
applicants confirm how useful their awards are, especially to refugees and asylum seekers. 
 
ESOL for unemployed learners; recent developments and their implications, Alex 
Stevenson,  NIACE 
This presentation will provide an update on the latest changes in policy and practice in ESOL for 
unemployed learners, present feedback from the recent national series of NIACE ESOL and 
Employability workshops and briefly outline some of NIACE’s exciting forthcoming work in ESOL. 

Supporting Learners with low levels of literacy, Judith Kirsh  
This short workshop will consider the challenges of teaching ESOL learners with no, or very little, 
literacy in any language. We will look at some possible starting points and resources that might 
be useful for teachers and learners. 

‘Outside the Glass Case’ , How to create your own museum in the classroom to support 
language learning , Julie Carr , Museum of London  
This workshop starts with an overview of how ESOL learners of all abilities can benefit from 
engagement with objects and finishes with a ‘how-to’ list of suggestions for devising your own 
learner and site-specific museums that will inspire language learning in the classroom. 

ESOL on a Shoestring – Ideas swap shop   
The afternoon session offers the opportunity to explore three key themes, financial capability, 
working with limited resources and increasing ESOL students’ employability.  They aim to enable 
participants to swap ideas and share good practice, at the end of the mini presentation delegates 
will choose what they wish to discuss and explore further for the remainder of the allocated time  

Bang for your Buck - Teaching ESOL on a budget , sponsored by Trinity College London, 
Juliette Eadington 
A practical exploration of very cheap and FREE resources which facilitate ESOL learning, with 
opportunities for the group to share their own resource ideas to inspire colleagues. 
Financial capability Paul Applewhaite (Morley College) and Natacha Bryan will be sharing their 
experience of teaching financial capability and personal budgeting to support people on low 
income and offer some practical debt management strategies. 

Developing employability Judith Nicholson will share her experience of raising money for the 
Ruth Hayman Trust and highlight some of the key benefits for students.  
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 Contributors 
 

Mary Simpson worked as an Esol teacher and manager for over 25 years. She is now deputy chair 
of the Ruth Hayman Trust and a member of the group of volunteers who publish the Our Lives series 
of student writing. 

Alex Stevenson joined NIACE as a Senior Project Officer in August 2013.  He has lead responsibility 
for ESOL and contributes to wider research and development work in English and maths within 
NIACE’s Life Skills theme. 

Formerly Head of ESOL and Community at Oldham College, Alex has taught, managed and 
developed ESOL, English and maths provision for over 10 years in several settings in the Further 
Education and skills sector.   

Alex recently completed his MA TESOL, which examined perceptions of the language support needs 
of young adult ESOL learners who progress to vocational courses. 

Judith Kirsh has worked in the field of ELT for nearly 30 years during which time she has been a 
teacher (all levels), teacher-trainer and external examiner.  She has extensive experience as a trainer 
on the nationally-acclaimed LLU+ ‘Teaching Basic Literacy to ESOL Learners’ course, now delivered 
by Learning Unlimited. She is currently working with LU on their new ACE project, the CPD strand of 
the British Council’s ESOL Nexus project and she is also a trainer on a CELTA course. Judith is co-
chair of NATECLA. 
 
Julie Carr has worked in the heritage sector for over twenty years, firstly as an archaeologist and 
then as a museum educator, and has recently finished an MA looking at how people learn in 
museums. She has also served time teaching secondary History. Currently, she is the Programme 
Manager for adult learning at the Museum of London, where she is responsible for the ESOL 
provision 

Laila El-Metoui , NATECLA London Chair, ESOL Specialist, Consultant &Trainer, LelmEducation  
 
Laila currently teaches ESOL at Morley College and has been teaching EFL and ESOL since 1994. 
Her 20 years career includes project and curriculum management of ESOL, Employability, Tutorial 
and Enrichment.  She volunteers as the London Chair for NATECLA as well as co-chairs their 
National Equality and Diversity virtual special interest group.  
In January 2013 this year she founded LelmEducation, which specialises in supporting staff in FE 
college with their CPD (Continuous Professional Development) needs.  
She is also involved in a piece of research for the British Council ESOL Nexus which examines 
challenges for ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) policy and practice of issues 
surrounding sexual diversity raised by the new legal climate created by the 2010 Equality Act.   
She was Nominated for being a positive role model for LGBT at the National Equality and Diversity 
Award 2013. Laila is a French national of Tunisian descent who is fluent in French, Arabic (Tunisian), 
German, Spanish and possesses basic knowledge of Hindi, Thai, Indonesian, Turkish, Italian and 
Somali. 
 

Teresa Frith has been with AoC since December 2008, taking up the newly created post of Senior 

Skills Policy Manager. The new role marked the AoC’s recognition of the importance of Employer 
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focussed activity to Colleges and the wider community. The role encompasses all aspects of 

Employer related provision, particularly post 19, apprenticeships, enterprise and working with the 

unemployed. Prior to taking up this post, she spent nearly 20 years working in FE as a Lecturer, Head 

of Department, Director and SMT member. The vast majority of this time was spent in Employer 

related activity at local and regional levels, particularly around Train to Gain, ESF projects, full cost 

recovery work and commercial bidding both in partnership and alone. 

Teresa sits on a number of key national groups where she represents the views of Colleges to 

Government and engages regularly with key stakeholders such as BIS, NAS, SFA, UKCES, AELP 

and the Federation for Industry Sector Skills and Standards to ensure Colleges have influence over 

Government policy. She also directly supports the AoC Regional Business Development Network and 

runs the Skills and Enterprise National Portfolio Groups.  

Juliette Eadington BA Hons PGCE PCET ESOL , Skills for Life Team Manager at Kent Adult 
Education 

With 15 years’ experience of working in the field, Juliette is well-placed in understanding ESOL's 
challenges and opportunities. Teaching at all levels in both the public and private sectors in the UK 
and Europe has afforded her the expertise necessary to be part of the development of market-leading 
interactive ESOL resources which form the basis of some of the leading VLE products in the country. 
Juliette currently works for Kent Adult Education, managing and developing tutors and teaching 
programmes. In addition she is a panel member for Trinity College London, assessing ESOL.   

Paul Applewhaite has been in the teaching field for 23 years, having started off teaching   English in 
various capacities (such as ESOL, EFL, specialist business areas) and more recently branched into 
teaching Maths and is now developing Financial Skills courses. He has spent more than 2 decades 
working in business areas such as Financial 
Services and Retail. Projects being currently worked on including completion of a book (highlighting 
some of the key financial systems to be wary of) and getting tuned up in the fast-moving world of 
trading foreign exchange currency. He has recently been teaching Financial Skills in the Community 
Learning environment - for example - running courses to assist students appreciate some of the key 
financial implications affecting them as a result of the sweeping changes to the Welfare State System. 
 
Natacha Bryan is a Mindfulness Based Trainer and Financial Capability Facilitator. She has been 
working as a workshop facilitator for the last five years on various projects ranging from London 
Teenage Poetry Slam, with teenagers at risk of exclusion, Studio Upstairs - with vulnerable adults and 
mental health charity Mind. Her distinct talent as a facilitator is the use of the arts to facilitate personal 
growth and change. 

She has been delivering financial capability workshops for parents across several London boroughs, 
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women accessing domestic violence services and is currently working as a Facilitator and Community 
Development Worker on Inspiring Financial Confidence – a National Lottery funded strategy designed 
to enhance the financial capability of young people living in the borough of Islington. 

Judith Nicholson, ESOL Lecturer City and Islington College  
A former lawyer, Judith fell in love with ESOL through a volunteer scheme at City & Islington College. 
She has now taught ESOL there for eight years, and also acts as an Adult ESOL Team Leader and 
Functional Skills Co-ordinator. Judith is a member of the NATECLA News Editorial Team. 

 
 
 

 


