Christian hotel owners lose gay couple appeal


Mr and Mrs Bull said they did not believe unmarried couples should share rooms 

Two Christian guesthouse owners who refused to allow a gay couple to stay in a double room have lost their appeal against a ruling they acted unlawfully.

Peter and Hazelmary Bull, from Cornwall, took their case to the Court of Appeal.

The couple had refused to allow civil partners Steven Preddy and Martyn Hall, from Bristol, the room at Chymorvah House in 2008.

They were ordered in January 2011 to pay £3,600 in damages.
The challenge by the couple, whose guesthouse is in Marazion, was rejected by three judges in London.

They had appealed against a conclusion by a judge at Bristol County Court that they acted unlawfully when they turned the couple away.

Judge Andrew Rutherford ruled last year that the Bulls had breached equality legislation.
The appeal judges heard that the Bulls thought any sex outside marriage was a "sin", but denied they had discriminated against Mr Hall and Mr Preddy.
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Mr Preddy and Mr Hall were backed by by the Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Robin Allen QC, for Mr Hall and Mr Preddy, argued that his clients had a "lawful civil partnership" and the guesthouse should have been "open" to them in the same way it was to heterosexual married couples.
The judges heard that the Bulls' appeal was funded by the Christian Institute and Mr Hall and Mr Preddy were backed by the Equality and Human Rights Commission.

After the ruling, John Wadham, the commission's group legal director, said: "I have genuine sympathy for Mr and Mrs Bull, as their beliefs are clearly strongly held.

"We believe that this case will help people to better understand the law around freedom of religion.
"When offering a service, people cannot use their beliefs - religious or otherwise - to discriminate against others."

Adapted from :http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-15811223 
Vocabulary
Guesthouse – a small hotel

Guesthouse owner – person who owns the hotel 

To appeal – to apply for review of a case to a higher tribunal

Damages – money paid out to Mr Preddy and Mr Hall because of what happened to them (paid by the hotel owners - a bit like compensation)

Equity legislation – the laws on equal rights 

Backed by – to be supported by (this could be with money or with other help)
Heterosexual couple – a relationship between a man and a woman

Task A

Answer the questions as a group
1. What religion are the guesthouse owners?
…………………………………………………………………………………..………

2. Where do they live?

………………………………………………………………………………………..….

3. Why are they in the news?

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
4. What did Mr and Mrs Bull believe was ‘a sin’?

……………………………………………………………………………………..…..

5. What kind of relationship are Mr Preddy and Mr Hall in?

………………………………………………………………………………………….

6. Are they married?

……………………………………………………………………………………….….

7. What does John Wadham think that this case will help people to understand?

………………………………………………………………………………………..….
8.  Write one example from the text of the ‘present perfect tense’
………………………………………………………….…………………………......

Task B

Discussion

In your group please discuss these questions:
· If you were and your partner arrived at a hotel for a holiday and you were turned away because you were not married – how would you feel?

· Do you have any experience of people acting differently towards you for any reason?
· Do you think the guesthouse owners were right or wrong to do what they did?

· Do you think that the judge was right or wrong to make the decision that he made (that the guesthouse owners were in the wrong to turn the couple away)?

Task C
Read the text again and look at the vocabulary

As a group summarise the news story in bullet points

Get ready to tell another student about the story.
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